IN   THE   LOBBY

question to Disraeli, demanding to know whether the
Government had received any recent information with
regard to certain machinations of the Jesuits against the
security of the Established Church in England, and
whether the Government were taking any steps to resist
those insidious enterprises. Disraeli arose, and leaning on
the table in front of him, began, with a manner of porten-
tous gravity and a countenance of almost funereal gloom,
to give his answer. 4 Her Majesty's Ministers,' he said,
* had not been informed of any absolutely new machi-
nations of the Jesuits, but they would continue to watch,
as they had hitherto watched, for any indication of
such insidious enterprises. One of the favourite machi-
nations of the Jesuits,' he went on to say, with deepen-
ing solemnity, ; had always been understood to be a plan
for sending into this country disguised emissaries of
their own, who, by expressing extravagant and ridic-
ulous alarm about Jesuit plots, might bring public de-
rision on the efforts of the genuine supporters of the
State Church. He would not venture to say whether
the Honourable Member had knowledge of any such

plans as that------'; but here a roar of laughter from

the whole House rendered further explanation impos-
sible, and Disraeli composedly resumed his seat.

Whalley had a peculiar way before beginning a speech,
which I often noticed with curiosity and wonder. Just
before rising from his seat he always tapped three times
on the back of the bench in front of him. Never, so
far as I know, did he get up to address the House with-
out this preliminary ceremonial. Was there anything
magical in it ? Was it supposed to avert evil omens ?
Or to invite success ? If there was magic in it, it must
have been white magic, for Whalley was far too good a
fellow to have anything to do with the Black Art. Was
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